Mineral X disease interactions.
The ability of animals to cope with infection may be influenced by mineral nutrition, in particular Mg and P of the macroelements and Zn, Fe, Cu and Se of the trace elements. Deficiencies of Zn, Fe, Cu and Se have resulted in a lowered resistance to disease either through an impaired immune response or faulty leukocyte function. The role of Se in bactericidal action of the phagocytes is associated with oxidative functions believed important for killing phagocytized bacteria. The role of these and other essential elements in disease prevention is an important area of animal nutrition research.